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rising from the external touches of Nature. Var'namula or the
letters of the alphabet and what Sri Aurobindo has called the
"seed-sounds" or Vija Shabda were born in this way. The letters
of the alphabet are the original stuff of all the sound-symbols in
the Tantric sadhand; but the importance of the alphabet as the
original stuff of language also has been recognised by most
peoples. The alphabet arose from the different places and
movements of vocal utterance. The guttural, labial, dental and
other original sounds associated with particular places formed
the alphabet. Sir John Woodroffe observes: "This subject of
the Varnas occupies an important place in the Tantra-Shastras in
which it is sought to give a practical application to the very
ancient doctrine concerning Shabda. The letters are classified
according to their places of pronunciation such as gutturals,
labials, dentals and so forth. The lips, mouth and throat form a
pipe or musical instrument which being formed in various ways
and by the aid of the circumbient air produces the various sounds
which are the letters of the Alphabet. .... The vowels are con-
tinuous sounds formed by varying the size of the mouth cavity."
(The Garland of Letters, Chapter VI).

When the child calls its parents as "Ma" or "Baba" it
pronounces spontaneously the different letters of the alphabet;

the primitive men also in their attempt to communicate different
kinds of nervous experiences created unknowingly many letters
of the alphabet. From these arose the seed-sounds or Vija
Shabdas. The original seed-roots developed out of those seed-
sounds. The meaning of these root-words was not limited to
any particular objects, they signified particular movements of
Nature, particular qualities or classes. Of course these primary
root-words were very few in number, and they gave expression to
the primary nervous experiences of men. Sri Aurobindo has
dealt with this subject comprehensively in The Secret of the
Vedas:  "Out of these seed-sounds develop a small number of
primitive root-words . . . they were rather the vocal equivalents
of certain general sensations and emotion-values. It was the
nerve and not the intellect which created speech ... in con-
sequence, the word generally was not fixed to any precise idea.
It had a general character or quality (guna) which was capable
of a great number of applications . . . And this guna and its
result it shared with many kindred sounds." (Chapter V.)

At the first stage of evolution the mind of man was limited
to the physical and vital experiences and needs.  All the
experiences of the body and the life were centred in the actions

' 316